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Ananse  Stories



Ph:  1800 221 509  or  (02) 9516 1613  
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www.schoolperformancetours.com.au     

School Performance Tours 
19 Shirlow Street   
Marrickville   NSW   2204

Sam Derchie introduces students to a culture very different from the 
one they enjoy in Australia today.  Long before Spiderman there was 
Ananse, a spider from the folklore of the Ashanti people of Ghana in 

West Africa.  These stories with their messages of “co-operating 
can solve problems”, “learning is important and fun” and “we all 
have similar needs and fears” are interspersed and accompanied 
by music, drumming and songs.  There are stories and facts about 
Sam’s many instruments.  How and what they are made from, 
what they are used for, how he learnt to play them and numerous 
opportunities for students to play them too.

Sam carries a number of drums of different sizes, pitch and uses.  The Dondo 
or Talking Drum, changes pitch as you squeeze it and is great for imitating 
various forest sounds and the human voice.  The Djembe is arguably the 
best sounding and most widely used African drum of all. 

With his many other African percussion instruments and his colourful 
Ghanaian traditional clothing, Sam holds his audience from beginning 
to end, leaving students with a lasting impression of his African culture. 

What other schools have said: Sam was wonderful – students were 
laughing about some of the stories throughout the following days.  Teachers 
and students enjoyed the presentation.  Thank You.  

Terry Ballentine.  St Peter & Paul’s Catholic School, Bulimba. QLD.
Wonderful – Fantastic – Very pleased.  Students loved him and asked the best 
questions.                 Brenda Newman.  Calrossy Anglican School. Tamworth.  NSW. 

Curriculum Relevance: Music - listening, participating metre and rhythm.  
HSIE, LOTE, SOSE: Cultures, Identities, Languages, Traditions, Customs, 

Linguistics, Cultural Influence, Diversity, Perceptions and Understanding.

Price:  $5.00 per student (No GST).   Min Audience:130 students.  
Suitable:  P, K to Year 7.  Requires an indoor area 6m deep x 5m wide.             
Times:  Show: 50 mins.  Set up: 30 minutes.  Pack up: 30 minutes.

African music, singing, dancing and stories.

Ananse  Stories

Born in Ghana, Sam studied African Literature before turning his love 
of piano and percussion into a career.  Since arriving in Australia he 
has supported artists like Ziggy Marley, Osibisa & performed in many schools.  


