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Year 3-4 Teachers’ Notes 

Multiple Choice Activities – Circle the correct statement 

1….What was the show about? 

A) Space Travel 

B) Aliens 

C) The Solar System 

D) All of the above 

 

2….What did we learn about the sun throughout the show? 

A) That it is cold 

B) That it is very close to earth 

C) That it is smaller than earth 

D) That it is very hot and very big 

 

3….What is the biggest planet in the solar system? 

A) Earth 

B) Venus 

C) Jupiter 

D) Neptune 

 

4….in our solar system what is the closest planet to the sun  

A) Earth 

B) Mercury 

C) Uranus 

D) Pluto 
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5….What is our Galaxy called? 

A) The Milky Way Galaxy 

B) The Asteroid Galaxy 

C) The Milky Bar Galaxy 

D) The Sun's Galaxy 

 

 True or False (circle) 

1. You should never stare into the sun because it will damage your eyes      TRUE / FALSE 

2. Mercury is bigger than Earth                                                                            - TRUE / FALSE 

3. Earth has four moons                                                                                           TRUE / FALSE 

4. The Sun is at the centre of the Solar System                                                    TRUE / FALSE 

5. We humans can’t breathe the air on the planet Mars                                    TRUE / FALSE 

6. Stars are Sun's that are far away                                                                         TRUE / FALSE 

 

Find-A-Word 

Words to find: Sun, Mercury, Mars, Venus, Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Moon, Asteroid 

 

M T D M A R S D 

E O I Y E I L K 

R J O L I K R E 

C U R N O H E A 

U P E E A R T H 

R I T P X L I L 

Y T S T S B P N 

Q E A U V M U R 

W R K P N N J U 

S U N E S C X T 

U R A N U S B A 

R V E N U S V S 
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Class discussion/Teacher Activity 

 

Each different planet is known for different things; for example Mars is often called the RED planet 

due to its Red colouring, In Summer Mars days can be a warn 20 degrees but that night the 

temperature will plummet to an incredible minus 73 degrees.  That is a cold night.  

Using online resources print some pictures of different planets. Stick them up on the whiteboard and 

ask your class to try to guess which planet is which.  

Go through each planet and investigate how your class came to their conclusion.  

After this discussion complete the below creative writing task 

Creative Writing Task: You are a space explorer; Pick one of the planets in our Solar System to visit.  

Why do you want to visit this planet? Explain what this planet looks like, How did you get here? 

What did you find? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Planet Mapping 

There has been a huge storm in space! All the planets have been jumbled up.  

Can you help put the planets back in their place?    

Write the names of the planets in order from the sun 

Sun         Earth         Mars         Saturn         Venus         Jupiter         Mercury         Uranus         Neptune 

                                                                                                                                             

Sun     ` 1.________________________ 

2.__________________________ 3.________________________ 

4.__________________________ 5.________________________ 

6.__________________________ 7._________________________ 

8.  Neptune 

 

Create a Planet 

Styrofoam Balls/ Paint 

Using what we have learned about the different planets pick one planet out of our Solar System to 

create.  

Using your Styrofoam ball and paint provided, paint your planet.  Use classroom or internet 

resources to decide what size and colour this planet is  

You may also like to use glitter or sequins to give your planet an added effect. 

Teachers: Once your class have finished their planets and these have fully dried,  let the children 

help as you string up a solar system to hang in your classroom. 
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Fill in the gaps 

 (You may choose to do this as a class or individually,  depending on your year level) 

 Jupiter, Red, Third, Milky, Ice, Rings, Eight, System, Sun, Planet, Smallest, Uranus, Twin, Coldest, 

Furthest, Moons, Closest, Second, Live, Earth, Ice 

The _____________   way Galaxy contains our Solar System- which has _____________   Planets.  

Each of these planets revolves around the _____________   which is the centre of our 

Solar_____________  . 

Mercury is the _____________   to the sun and also the _____________   Planets. 

Venus is the _____________   planet from the sun and is sometimes called Earth’s ________ 

Earth is the  _____________  planet from the sun! It's the planet we _____________   on.  

Mars comes next and is the 4th planet from the sun. This planet is sometimes known as the 

_____________   Planet because of its colour. 

The 5th Planet from the sun is _____________   which is the biggest _____________   in the solar 

system. 

Saturn is the 6th planet.  Saturn is different to other planets as it has _____________   which are 

made up of water and ______________. 

The 7th planet is ______________. 

It is sometimes known as the _____________   planet 

The final planet is Neptune which is the ___________ away from the sun; this planet has at least 14 

______________! 
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Class discussion 

Jared in his show “Great Galaxies” outlines to the students that there are planets we can see with 

the naked eye, from Earth. There are actually only 5 planets that we can see from Earth.    

They are Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, Venus and Mercury  

Discuss with your students that there are 5 planets visible from earth. Let them try to guess which 

planets these are. 

Using a picture of the solar system, identify each of the 5 planets. 

Ask your students why they think we can see these planets? Are they close to earth or far away?  

Use astronomy websites to find out what planets will be visual to the naked around the time of your 

incursion.  Instruct the students which direction to look at and discuss the next day who thinks they 

saw the planet.  Of course it will have to be a clear (no clouds) night.  

If you live near an airport or in a capital city the moving lights us you in the sky will probably be 

aeroplanes But there are over a hundred satellites up there orbiting the earth that can be seen at 

night by the naked eye. 

 

Night Sky Activity 

There is a lot that goes on in our Night Sky. Jared in his informs us we see the Sun in the day and the 

moon at night. Sometimes we can even see the moon in the day- This is called a Lunar Eclipse. 

What else did he say was in our night sky?  

Using black cardboard and coloured chalk/ glitter create an image of your night sky. 
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Becoming an Astronomer 

Let’s think like an Astronomer.  An Astronomer is someone who studies the universe and all the 

objects in it.  They study the position, size, motion, composition, energy and the beginning and end 

of the objects in the universe. 

To see into space an astronomer uses a telescope.  Today there are many different types of 

Telescopes.  Some use glass and mirrors to see the light from distance stars and planets, while other 

telescopes detect gamma ray, infrared, ultraviolet and x-ray.   

All objects in space (with a temperature above absolute zero) emit some form of electromagnetic 

radiation.  Absolute zero is minus 273.15 degrees Celsius. 

 

How do Astronomers measure the distance from earth to another star: 

• Take some time to think about this.  They can’t use a tape measure.  They can’t even shot a 

beam (of light) out to it and see how long it would take to come back.  Most objects in 

the sky are many light years away.  So even if they could send out a beam that travelled 

at the speed of light it would take many, many years to reach the object and then 

bounce back to earth.   

• Hint 1 -   The earth travels around the sun so Astronomers get to see the far away stars from 

many different positions as the earth goes on it journey around the sun. 

• Answer    The secret is to make a note of where the object is in the sky and wait for 6 

months.  Six months later and the earth is now 299,195 Kilometres away from where it 

was 6 months ago when they first noted the position of the far away star.  The 

Astronomers now draw a rectangle and using a maths called triangulation they can 

calculate how far away the star is from earth.   

o This works for objects in space that are less than 400 light years away.  For Stars that 

are more than 400 light years away, Astronomers can get a good idea of the distance 

to those stars by measuring the amount of light that is reaching earth from the star. 

 

Take on one of the following projects.   Use the internet to. 

Pick a planet and list 5 facts about it.  Its size, distance from the sun, how many days it take to travel 

around the sun, can we see it without a telescope, have we landed an object on it, have we 

photographed it?  Pick 5 of these or come up with your own facts about it..  

Write a paragraph about one or more other objects in Space.  You could write about a galaxy, a star 

a nebula or a yellow dwarf.  Our Sun is a yellow dwarf.  Or choose another object from space.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fun Stuff 

Create Your Own Planet 

1. Blow up balloons to different sizes (Some big/ Some Small) 

2. Add a little extra water to a water based glue. 

3. Paint the mixture onto one side of your balloon and cover with strips of newspaper 

4. Now repeat on the other side. 

5. Allow this to dry before repeating step 3 and 4 (You will need around 4 to 5 layers on your 

balloon, now hang your paper covered balloon up to dry.  This will take a day or two. 

6. Paint each planet white, then leave to dry again 

7. Now the planet is ready to be painted/ decorated however you see fit!  

 

More Fun:   Aliens? 

Aliens make an appearance in Jared's show.  Most scientists believe that Earth is not the only planet 

that can sustain life. 

What do you think about this idea? Do you think there is life on any other planet? What do you think 

this would look like? 

Draw your “Alien” below and have fun doing it - Use your wild imagination. 
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Galaxy Play Dough 

You will need: 

• ½ cup of salt 

• 1 cup of flour 

• 2 tbsp cream of tartar 

• 1 cup of water 

• 1 tbsp of oil 

 

• VARIETY 

• Try making 3 or 4 different batches.  Each a different colour. 

• Add small amounts of whatever food colouring you like. 

 

• MORE VARIETY 

• Try adding glitter to a small portion of each colour 

 

Method 

1. Combine all the basic ingredients into a bowl. 

2. Mix with a spoon until it gets to a thick consistency – you may need to add a little more flour 

or water to get just the right consistency. 

3. Once the play dough is just right, you can knead it with your hands on a flat surface. 

4. If adding colours and/or glitter divide the dough into portions. 

5. Add in the glitter and whatever colours you like. 

6. Finally split the play dough into fist size portions and let your kids experiment. 

 

 

Have fun! 

 


