	
	Unit plan: Year 9 History
Depth Study - Australia and Asia - Making a nation


	Unit title
	Year level
	Timing and duration of unit

	Banjo and Lawson
	Year 9 History
	50 minute performance 
plus two teaching periods (before and after) 


Identify curriculum

	Unit overview

	"Banjo and Lawson" explores not just the poetry of arguably Australia’s two best known bush poets but Australia as it was from their birth in the 1860’s until Paterson’s death at the height of WW2 in 1941. Not just a poetry reading or lecture, Banjo and Lawson is a piece of theatre with costumes, props, set and objects from the era all used to transport the audience to an Australia long ago.

For the most part, the show is chronological. It shows students the volume and depth of each poet’s work, how much our country changed and how the introduction of new technology in each new decade impacted on the poet’s lives.


	Achievement standard

	By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and they reference these sources.


	Content descriptions

	Strand: Historical Knowledge and Understanding
	Strand: Historical Knowledge and Understanding
	Strand: Historical Skills

	The Industrial Revolution (1750 – 1914)

The short and long-term impacts of the Industrial Revolution, including global changes in landscapes, transport and communication (ACDSEH082 - Scootle ) 
	Australia and Asia

Making a nation

Living and working conditions in Australia around the turn of the twentieth century (that is 1900) (ACDSEH090 - Scootle ) 
· identifying the main features of housing, sanitation, transport, education and industry that influenced living and working conditions in Australia
	Historical questions and research

Identify and select different kinds of questions about the past to inform historical inquiry (ACHHS166 - Scootle ) 
· developing questions about aspects of the past that require historical argument

	Strand: Historical Knowledge and Understanding
	Strand: Historical Skills
	Strand: Historical Skills

	Australia and Asia

Making a nation
Key people, events and ideas in the development of Australian self-government and democracy, including, the role of founders, key features of constitutional development, the importance of British and Western influences in the formation of Australia's system of government and women's voting rights (ACDSEH091 - Scootle ) 
· explaining the factors that contributed to federation and the development of democracy in Australia, including the role of key individuals, defence concerns, the 1890s depression, nationalist ideals and egalitarianism
	Analysis and use of sources

Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS169 - Scootle ) 
· explaining the contextual significance of a source, such as Paterson and Lawson's poetry, and identifying the roles they played in the creation of an Australian national identity
Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS171 - Scootle ) 
· understanding that the reliability and usefulness of a source depends on the questions asked of it (for example, an account may be one-sided; however, it may still be useful in revealing past prevailing attitudes)
	Perspectives and interpretations

Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from the past (ACHHS172 - Scootle ) 
· analysing the accounts of poets such as Paterson and Lawson as sources of information on living conditions in Australia during the 19th and 20th centuries


	General capabilities

	Literacy

Critical and creative thinking


	Students listen to a range of extended spoken and audio texts and respond to, interpret and evaluate ideas, information and opinions. "Banjo and Lawson" is a 50 minute spoken/dramatic text which includes multiple voices and language modes.

Students pose questions to critically analyse complex issues and abstract ideas.

Students clarify complex information and ideas drawn from a range of sources.

The various characters and texts (poems, short stories, witness quotations) offer a range of ideas and perspectives on important cultural and social issues.


Develop assessment

	Unit assessment

	Title of assessment/s
	Technique/s
	Conditions
	Assessment dates

	"Banjo and Lawson" - Making a Nation
	Student learning to be assessed through discussion and through written responses.

Students or teacher to select one of the inquiry questions as the focus of an extended response.
	
	

	Description of assessment/s
	Assessment dates

	Pre-performance Activities

Discussion and written responses

1. How useful are creative and fictional texts such as poetry as a historical source?

2. What can we expect to learn about life in Australia around the turn of the 20th century by reading the two most famous poets of that era?

3. Read the Inquiry Questions below.
Choose one of the questions to be the focus of an extended response which will be written after viewing the performance "Banjo and Lawson." You will be able to change your choice after the performance.
Alternatively, write your own Inquiry Question which focuses on issues from the Depth Study - Australia, Making a Nation.

Inquiry Questions

1. Discuss the two contrasting images of Australian society and identity presented by Paterson and Lawson.
Research "The Bulletin Debate" of 1892-93.
2. Discuss how significant events and ideas affected the lives and writing of the Paterson and Lawson. Include: 
· wealth and poverty,

· health (infant mortality, mental health, drugs and alcohol)
· drought
3. How did the experiences of people portrayed in the play demonstrate the need for reform in areas such as:

· maternity care and infant/child mortality

· mental health

· poverty and social welfare?
Resources – available from schoolperformancetours.com.au
Booklet - "Banjo and Lawson - Poems"

Teacher’s Notes – “Banjo and Lawson”
	


Sequence teaching and learning

	Learning intentions and success criteria
	Key teaching and learning experiences, including opportunities for feedback
	Adjustments
	Resources

	Introduction to key concepts and content to be done before "Banjo and Lawson" performance.
	Through discussion, reading and research, students are familiarised with events and concepts such as:

· Australian Overland Telegraph Line and contemporary communications

· The Bulletin magazine

· The Federation Drought

Students conduct brief preliminary research into Lawson and Paterson and their places in Australian culture, especially related to the formation of an Australian national identity or mythology. (eg - The "Bulletin Debate" of 1892-3)
	
	"Banjo and Lawson - Poems" booklet

Textbook

Online and library resources for research


	Task-specific standards


	Historical knowledge and understanding
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	
	The folio of a student’s work has the following characteristics:

	
	comprehensive explanation of the motives and actions of people at the time
	detailed explanation of the motives and actions of people at the time
	explanation of the motives and actions of people at the time
	description of the motives and actions of people at the time
	statements about the motive and actions of people at the time

	
	comprehensive explanation of different interpretations of the past
	detailed explanation of different interpretations of the past
	explanation of different interpretations of the past
	description of different interpretations of the past
	statements about different interpretations of the past

	Historical skills
	development of different kinds of discerning questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of different kinds of informed questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of different kinds of questions to frame a historical inquiry when researching
	development of questions related to a historical inquiry when researching
	use of questions related to a historical inquiry when researching

	
	discerning examination of sources to compare different points of view
	informed examination of sources to compare different points of view
	examination of sources to compare different points of view 
	use of sources to compare different points of view
	use of sources

	
	discerning evaluation of sources by: 

• analysing the origin and purpose 

• drawing justified conclusions about their usefulness
	informed evaluation of sources by: 

• analysing the origin and purpose 

• drawing detailed conclusions about their usefulness
	evaluation of sources by: 

• analysing the origin and purpose 

• drawing conclusions about their usefulness
	evaluation of sources by: 

• explaining the origin and purpose 

• drawing partial conclusions about their usefulness
	statements about the usefulness of sources
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