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Year K-2 Teachers’ Notes  

  

Are the following statements True or False.  Draw a circle around either True or False 

1. You should never stare into the sun because it will damage your eyes  –   TRUE   /   FALSE 

2. Mercury is bigger than Earth  –                                                                            TRUE   /   FALSE 

3. Earth has four moons  –                                                                                         TRUE   /   FALSE 

4. The Sun is at the centre of our Solar System  –                                                 TRUE   /   FALSE 

5. You can breathe the air on the planet Mars just like you can on earth –     TRUE   /   FALSE 

6. Stars are suns that are far away  –                                                                       TRUE   /   FALSE 

 

Can you help Sparkle the Star! 

Stars live in galaxies and Sparkle the Star is looking for a galaxy to live in.  She wants to live in a small 

galaxy.  Can you count how many stars are in the galaxy below?   

 

There are_____________ stars in this galaxy. 

 

 

If Sparkle the Star joined this galaxy there would be __________ stars in this galaxy. 
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Creative Writing Task 

In Great Galaxies we learnt about the different planets. Which is your favourite planet and why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Imagine you have landed on this planet for the first time. Write a short story explaining how you got 

to your planet and what you see when you get there. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Alien Activity 

Below are pictures of Jared's two aliens from Great Galaxies  

                                        

Can you help unscramble these words to find out what colour each alien is? 

D R E   __________                 R E G N E  ___________ 
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What is my name?  There are nine main objects, planets and dwarf planets, Mercury Venus 

Earth Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune and Pluto.  Can you guess which planets are which? 

 

What planet am I? ________________________________ 

Hint: I am sometimes called the Red Planet - I also have a chocolate bar named after me. 

 

 

What planet am I? ________________________________ 

Hint: I am the only planet with Human Life! 

 

What planet am I? ________________________________ 

Hint: I am the hottest planet probably because I am second from the sun! 

 

 

What am I? ________________________________ 

Hint : I was once called the smallest planet. Now people tell me I’m too small to be a planet, instead 

I’m called a dwarf planet.  
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Draw your favourite part of the Great Galaxy Show  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a story starting with the sentence 

 

My favourite part of the show was    

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Page 5 of 7 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Creative Class Activities  

 

Create a solar system 

You will need –  different size styrofoam balls  /  cardboard for the rings of Saturn and Jupiter  /  

paint  /  and maybe scrunched up pieces of paper to make some asteroids, you may like to make a 

comet  /  glue and cotton wool  /   An extra-large ball (a beach ball) for the sun 

Divide the class into small groups and using what you have learnt about the sun and the planets get 

each group to create one of the objects in our Solar System.  

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are the bigger gas planets.  For these you may like to glue some 

cotton wool on your Styrofoam balls.   

Teachers: Once your class have finished their solar system objects and all the paint and glue has  

dried with the help of your students string the objects up to become a mobile solar system for your 

class. 

 

Night Sky Activity 

There is a lot that goes on in our night sky.  In his show, Jared explains that we can see the sun in the 

day and the moon at night. 

What else do we see in the night sky?  

Using black cardboard and coloured chalk/glitter create an image of your night sky. 

 

Make some Alien Putty 

You will need  8 cups of flour 

1 cup of baby oil 

Method:   Mix the flour and the baby oil together in a container. Knead sand with your hands until 

thoroughly mixed. 

Now use can use your alien putty to make some aliens.  You may like to make the whole creature or 

just an alien’s head.  Remember aliens may have no legs or five legs.  How many eyes and mouths 

will your alien have?  
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Moon Craters Activity 

The Moon has lots and lots of craters that were made by rocks hitting the moon's surface over years 

and years. 

Earth doesn’t have as many craters as the moon because we have an atmosphere protecting us.  An 

atmosphere is like a thin layer of gas that protects the planet. 

You will need: 

• A flat frying pan  

• Flour – enough to cover the pan with an even layer of flour about 3 cms deep. 

• Marbles or small pebbles. 

• Cling wrap 

Method: 

1. Put the Moon Dust (flour) into the pan (about 2 or 3 cms deep). 

2. One by one let the children drop their pebble or marble onto the moon’s surface creating 

their own Moon Craters. 

3. Once the children have all had a turn, cover the pan with cling wrap. 

4. Ask the children to drop their marble or pebble onto the pan (planet surface) now it has an 

atmosphere.  NB The cling wrap should be about 1 to 2 cms above the surface of the flour.   

The children will find it is more difficult to make moon craters when the pan has cling wrap 

or an “atmosphere” protecting it.  NB Be aware that the marble may bounce off the cling 

warp and onto the floor. 

A small crater should be able to be formed if they drop their objects onto the centre of the 

cling wrap.    Another way to show that some craters will still be created even with an 

atmosphere is to make small mounds of flour (earth has mountains) and try again to create 

craters now that you have added an “atmosphere” to the pan. 

 

This is a great way to explain to students why the Moon is covered in craters while the Earth has far 

fewer as well as visually showing them what an atmosphere is. 
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Galaxy Play Dough 

You will need: 

• ½ cup of salt 

• 1 cup of flour 

• 2 tbsp cream of tartar 

• 1 cup of water 

• 1 tbsp of oil 

 

• VARIETY 

• Try making 3 or 4 different batches.  Each a different colour. 

• Add small amounts of whatever food colouring you like. 

 

• MORE VARIETY 

• Try adding glitter to a small portion of each colour 

 

Method 

1. Combine all the basic ingredients into a bowl. 

2. Mix with a spoon until it gets to a thick consistency – you may need to add a little more flour 

or water to get just the right consistency. 

3. Once the play dough is just right, you can knead it with your hands on a flat surface. 

4. If adding colours and/or glitter divide the dough into portions. 

5. Add in the glitter and whatever colours you like. 

6. Finally split the play dough into fist size portions and let your kids experiment. 

 

 

Have fun! 


